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So Harcourt and Morley came limping back to
London, while   Gladstone   exasperated   every-
one by lingering on at Hawarden.   He did not
arrive in London till Monday, November s>4th,
where he was met in Lord RendePs house by
Granville, Harcourt, Arnold and John Morley.
According to Lord Rendel, Gladstone arrived
furious with Parnell, in a panic about Colman the
mustard king, and with his mind completely made
up.   But what happened does not support this,
though we may suspect that Gladstone's nerves
were pretty badly frayed.   On one point he re-
mained firm.   He would base no action on any
moral judgment   " What," he cried, " because
a man is called leader of a party does that con-
stitute him a censor and a judge of faith and
morals?   I will not accept it.   It--would make
life intolerable."    But Morley  and Harcourt,
crowned with the laurels of Sheffield, would not
let the Old Man escape.   Without Parnell, he
could be Prime Minister in two years* time, and
grapple again with the Irish problem.    With
Parnell, the Liberal Party wotdd plough the sands
of opposition for six years   more,   and  even
Gladstone could hardly introduce a Home Rule
Bill at ninety.   In no case need Parnell's feelings
be considered, he knew the situation perfectly
well, and he had lied shamelesly.   Had he cared
for Ireland as much as for himself^he would have
quietly withdrawn for a space.   There was in any
case no question of an election for two years, and